Behind the Luna Family Reunions by Garza, Cesar
Diálogo 
Volume 7 Number 1 Article 9 
2003 
Behind the Luna Family Reunions 
Cesar Garza 
Follow this and additional works at: https://via.library.depaul.edu/dialogo 
 Part of the Latin American Languages and Societies Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Garza, Cesar (2003) "Behind the Luna Family Reunions," Diálogo: Vol. 7 : No. 1 , Article 9. 
Available at: https://via.library.depaul.edu/dialogo/vol7/iss1/9 
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Center for Latino Research at Via Sapientiae. It has 
been accepted for inclusion in Diálogo by an authorized editor of Via Sapientiae. For more information, please 
contact digitalservices@depaul.edu. 
Behind the Luna Family Reunions 
Cover Page Footnote 
This article is from an earlier iteration of Diálogo which had the subtitle "A Bilingual Journal." The 
publication is now titled "Diálogo: An Interdisciplinary Studies Journal." 
This article is available in Diálogo: https://via.library.depaul.edu/dialogo/vol7/iss1/9 
Behind tLuaFmlyRosWHEN I GO TO MEXICO, THEY SAY, 
OH, THERE’S THE AMERICAN GUY.” [IN CHICAGO] 
I’M NOT CONSIDERED MUCH OF AN AMERICAN.’
The first unofficial Luna Family Reunion was held in Chicago in 
1987 during the funeral o f Maria Luna Vargas. The family met 
at a banquet hall fo r dinner after the burial o f Maria. It was a 
sad occasion fo r the Lunas, one o f the ir beloved family 
members had passed away, but it was months and even years 
since some members of the family had seen each other. Some 
family members did not want to see each other at sad occasions 
anymore, and decided to  have the 1st ever Luna Family 
Reunion. Ysmael Luna, Jr. and Becky Vega were the organizers 
fo r the first annual Luna family reunion tha t reunited new and 
old family members. In 1988, the first official Luna Family 
Reunion was held in Palos Hills, IL. Since Ysmael had one o f the 
largest yards, they decided this is where the reunion should 
take place. The second annual reunion in 1989 was also held in 
Ysmael's home, which was also a big success, over 100 family 
members attended the event. The second Luna family reunion 
became the last in more than a decade. According to  Ysmael 
Luna and Becky Vega it was d ifficu lt to  get family members to  
volunteer or interested in the family reunions.
A decade later on October o f 1999 at the wedding of Brenda 
and Jose De La Torre some of the younger generations decided 
they should have a meeting to  organize a Luna fam ily reunion 
fo r the year 2000. A month later, several fam ily members met 
in Markham, IL to  form a Luna family reunion committee. The 
first reunion was a big success w ith  over 250 family members 
attending the event, almost all from the Chicagoland area. For 
the 2000 reunion only one family member came from Del Rio,
Texas. One o f the reasons why very few  family members came 
from out o f state was tha t they received a short notice or 
because they just d idn 't want to  participate.
During the Luna 2000 Reunion we displayed pictures dating 
back to  the 1850% we had a family tree displayed w ith  over 
600 family names displayed tha t took the entire walls. We had 
a photographer take a large panoramic picture w ith all five 
generations o f the Lunas. During the picnic, we had many fun 
activities fo r the kids, such as a piñata, potato sack, toss an egg, 
fishing, paddleboats, tackle football, etc. We also had great 
American and Mexican food, carne asada, roasted pig, 
arrachera, carnitas, arroz con gandules, hot dogs, potato salad, 
hamburgers, ribs, rice, beans, tacos, lasagna, etc.
The best th ing about the reunion was meeting new and old 
family members and having Univision, a Spanish language 
broadcast station, do a story on the Luna Family Reunion. The 
reporter did a beautiful story. A few  weeks later the Sun-Times, 
Chicago's regional newspaper, also did a story on the Luna 
Family, it was like another family reunion, about 150 family 
members met at the Planetarium. The photographer from 
Exito, a Spanish language newspaper, took some beautiful 
pictures in a cloudy and foggy day, w ith  the Chicago Skyline in 
the background. A few  months later the Chicago Tribune 
Magazine did a story, were it focused on five generations o f the 
Lunas. A few weeks later our picture in Exito showed the 
increase in the Hispanic community in Chicago.
By Cesar Garza
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B y  J u l y  o f  2 0 0 1  M a r i a  a n d  A d r i a n  L u n a  h a d  o v e r  7 0 1  
d e s c e n d a n t s .  A b o u t  3 0 0  +  l i v i n g  i n  C h i c a g o ,  1 2 4  +  i n  T e x a s ,  3  
i n  G e o r g i a ,  2  i n  W i s c o n s i n ,  5  i n  I n d i a n a ,  4  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . ,
4  i n  N e v a d a ,  2 0 0  +  i n  M o n t e r r e y ,  4  i n  C o a h u i l a ,  4  i n  
G u a n a j u a t o ,  2 5  i n  M e x i c o  C i t y ,  3  i n  J a p a n  a n d  4  i n  G e r m a n y .  
T h e y  h a v e  g r o w n  t o  o v e r  7 0 1  +  a n d  s i x  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  s o  t h e  
f a m i l y  d e c i d e d  t o  o r g a n i z e  A n n u a l  L u n a  F a m i l y  R e u n i o n .
F o r  t h e  2 0 0 1  r e u n i o n  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  w a s  m u c h  b e t t e r  
o r g a n i z e d  a n d  p r e p a r e d ,  w e  h a d  m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C h i c a g o l a n d  a r e a .  W e  m e t  i n  M a r k h a m ,  O a k  
F o r e s t ,  C h i c a g o ,  L a  G r a n g e  P a r k  a n d  O a k  L a w n .  W e  d e c i d e d  t o  
o r g a n i z e  a  t h r e e - d a y  e v e n t ,  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  a  b a n q u e t  o n  F r i d a y ,  
a  p i c n i c  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  a n d  a  c h u r c h  m a s s  a n d  t o u r  o f  o u r  
b e a u t i f u l  c i t y  o n  S u n d a y .  B y  h a v i n g  a  t h r e e - d a y  e v e n t  i t  w a s  
g i v i n g  e v e r y o n e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m e e t  t h e  e n t i r e  L u n a s  t h a t  
a t t e n d e d  t h e  r e u n i o n .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  r e c r u i t e d  m a n y  
v o l u n t e e r s  t o  o r g a n i z e  d i f f e r e n t  e v e n t s .  S o m e  o f  t h e  e v e n t s  
p l a n n e d  f o r  t h e  L u n a  2 0 0 1  r e u n i o n  w e r e  b a b y  r a c e s ,  p i ñ a t a s ,  
t a l e n t  s h o w ,  s a c k  r a c e s ,  t u g - o f - w a r ,  w a t e r  b a l l o o n ,  t h r e e  
l e g g e d  r a c e ,  f a m i l y  t r e a s u r e  h u n t ,  v o l l e y b a l l ,  b a s e b a l l ,  e t c .  W e  
h o p e  t h a t  f u t u r e  r e u n i o n s  w i l l  b e  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  a l l  f a m i l y  
m e m b e r s  w i l l  t r e a s u r e  f o r  y e a r s  t o  c o m e  a n d  w i l l  e n c o u r a g e  
t h e  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  f a m i l y  r e u n i o n s .
T R A C K I N G  L U N A ’ S  E T H N I C I T Y
C h i c a g o  i s  a  c i t y  r i c h  i n  h i s t o r y ;  p e o p l e  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  
l i v e  i n  o u r  c i t y .  C h i c a g o ' s  s k y s c r a p e r s  w e r e  b u i l t  b y  m a n y  o f  t h e  
i m m i g r a n t s  t h a t  s e t t l e d  i n  t h i s  c i t y .  F i r s t  c a m e  t h e  F r e n c h ,  
G e r m a n ,  I r i s h  a n d  E n g l i s h .  S e c o n d  w e r e  t h e  B o h e m i a n s ,  
N o r w e g i a n s ,  S w e d e s .  I r i s h .  T h i r d  w e r e  t h e  R u s s i a n s ,  D u t c h ,  
P o l i s h ,  I t a l i a n s ,  J e w s ,  G r e e k s ,  L i t h u a n i a n s ;  a n d  f o u r t h  w e r e  t h e  
M e x i c a n s ,  E a s t  A s i a n s ,  M i d d l e  E a s t e r n s ,  e t c .  T o d a y  o n e  c a n  f i n d  
p e o p l e  f r o m  e v e r y  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  w o r l d  i n  t h i s  c i t y .
T h e  1 8 5 0  c e n s u s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  o n l y  1 5 0  M e x i c a n s  l i v e d  i n  
C h i c a g o .  A  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  M e x i c a n s  c a m e  t o  C h i c a g o  d u r i n g  
t h e  M e x i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n  i n  1 9 1 0  a n d  W o r l d  W a r  I i n  1 9 1 4 .  T h e  
p u s h  f a c t o r  f o r  m a n y  M e x i c a n s  t o  l e a v e  t h e i r  h o m e l a n d  w a s  
t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .  T h e  p u l l  f a c t o r  t o  c o m e  i n t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
w a s  a  n e e d  f o r  c h e a p  l a b o r  d u r i n g  W o r l d  W a r  I , w h i c h  
M e x i c a n s  p r o v i d e d .  M e x i c a n s  f i r s t  s e t t l e d  i n  S o u t h  C h i c a g o  a n d  
N e a r  W e s t  S i d e .  B y  t h e  Y e a r  1 9 3 0  t h e  N e a r  W e s t  S i d e  b e c a m e  
o n e  o f  t h e  r e g i o n s  w i t h  t h e  l a r g e s t  M e x i c a n  s e t t l e m e n t ,  e v e n  
S o u t h  C h i c a g o .  M a n y  o f  t h e  L u n a s  i n t e r m a r r i e d  w i t h  m a n y  o f  
t h e  e t h n i c  g r o u p s  t h a t  s e t t l e d  i n  C h i c a g o .
C e s a r  G a r z a  i s  c u r r e n t l y  w o r k i n g  o n  h i s  M a s t e r s  o n  C h i c a g o  S t u d i e s  
a t  L o y o l a  U n i v e r s i t y .  H e  w o r k s  f u l l - t i m e  f o r  t h e  M a y o r ' s  O f f i c e  o f  
W o r k f o r c e  D e v e l o p m e n t  a s  a  P r o g r a m  E v a l u a t i o n  S p e c i a l i s t
